Minutes of Mid-Somerset CND AGM Monday 14th April 2025 
Present:  Bevis, Jacky, Donnie (chair), Lee, Bea, Julia, James, Jane(?), John(?) 
Apologies: Helena Eden, Nina, Paul, Quinn Miller, Irena Brezowski, John Beachamp, Helen Kay, Glen Burrows.

The meeting started with a presentation from Special guest speaker Sophie Bolt, General Secretary of CND who has been in the role since 1st November. 
Sophie explained that the global dynamics are shifting rapidly since the election of Trump especially the war in Ukraine where the situation has been escalating in terms of the conflict and the threat of nuclear weapons. Russian missile attacks have been escalating and hundreds of thousands of casualties. Trumps brutal negotiations have not brought about a ceasefire, no agreement has been signed and this seems to be because there has been no security agreements/protection in place from the US. The potential agreement between the Ukraine and the US will lead to a loss of any control on their sovereignty/economy. This is an opportunity for Europe to be playing a positive and central role in this conflict to bring it to a close but this opportunity has not been realised. CND’s view is that Europe has to work with Ukraine and Russia to bring about a political solution for a sustainable peace. Military spending has been ramped up to cold war levels and Starmer’s 30 thousand European troop deployment has been shelved but Starmer and Macron have formed a ‘Reassurance force’ (along with many other nations including Australia & NZ) with troops possibly being deployed on land, air and sea. They are trying to represent this as a pacifist approach backed by an 800 billion package for weapons/military resources. This could potentially bankrupt nations and push people further into poverty and into a frontline war with Russia. France has nuclear capable jets and both Germany and Poland have backed these potentially being placed right on the border with Ukraine and Russia. 
There is a new initiative called ‘Stop Re-arm’ which CND is involved with, there have been huge protests in Rome and other cities to rise against this new military escalation/war mongering. Increasing rhetoric which is reckless and provoking casually mentioning nuclear weapons as a deterrent to Russia, CND has vowed to show the human cost and to highlight the 80th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima which puts the spotlight on the need for nuclear disarmament. 
This war mongering is being used as a justification for the huge amount of money being spent on military resources. Just days before all these reckless statements from Starmer and Healey CND held a protest at the shipyards at Barrow (owned by British Aerospace) and the response from this was very positive. It is clear that the local population from Barrow do not benefit from this site and that it has not created local jobs and yet they have to take the iodine tablets in case of a nuclear event and that the whole area is dominated by this military company. People in Barrow think the awarding of Royal status is a PR stunt. The spending on military resource in Britain has increased to 2.3% of the GDP and so they are cutting overseas aid as a result. In January the Governments reports showed that the building of Trident nuclear reactors for the submarines is not achievable and the 10 year forecast is out of control. In one year the spending went up by £38 billion and all this against the ongoing picture of cost of living crisis and underfunding of all public sectors. 56% of Labour supporters do not support this increase in military funding. There is a lot more coverage about the failings of Britain nuclear deterrent, for example CND were asked to put forward the view to the Financial Times. CND is also working with MP’s and economists to show the truth that finically military spending does not create jobs/money for the public coffers – this is a myth which CND is trying to expose. 

On Saturday the 7th June there is a ‘nuclear bases’ protest in Devonport organised by Plymouth CND – please attend and support if you can (it’s about 1 ½ hours from Somerset). 

RAF Lakenheath – Sophie thanked our group for the generous donation from us which has helped with the legal costs to unearth the shocking evidence that the US is not subject to laws and the Daily Mirror Newspaper have run with this story which will mean that a whole new audience will have been reached. This will ultimately lead to more supporters and more awareness of our cause – pressuring the British Government to come clean about the shocking evidence unearthed about RAF Lakenheath. There is a 2 week peace camp which started today and there will be a conference on the 24th April (which we are welcome to attend) and a blockade on the 26th April building links and strength in numbers with other organisations who have similar aims and objectives. 
Sophie believes we should be building arms control treaties and look closely at negotiations about the security of interests for all nations. The US has long had a model of being the most dominant power in the world and is determined to hold that position through even more layers of military power and threat. 
Bevis raised the concern that there is a gulf between National CND and the local CND groups and that there needs to be more co-operation so that we are all working together. Sophie agreed and said that they do talk about this often and how do we bring about activists on the ground – she pointed out that many people agree with the cause and never has there been a more relevant time but will people put us first? This is about hard work and dedicating time for younger generations to be involved. CND national have helped local groups set up and become established but this is a lot of work and requires huge resources. CND’s campaign materials ‘Nurses not nukes’ for example is about meeting people where they are and has to be relevant to meeting people where they are in their lives. Bevis asked if we could have a local groups officer.
Donnie asked are there plans to grow the protest movement so that people can demonstrate (as they did on 5th April against what is happening in the USA). Sophie explained that there are links with the anti-war movement and the Gaza movement. 
 
Tribue to Val Rhodes, a founding member of CND who sadly died. Donnie, Bevis and Jacky attended her funeral. The celebrant highlighted her great dedication to her family and to the causes she believed in of which one was CND. Val was an active member of our group until a few years ago and made the peace boats for Hiroshima and the white poppies for the Harry Patch memorial.

Matters arising from previous AGM; no matters arising.
Minutes were approved and accepted.

Officers Reports:

Treasurer- Jacky reported that most members have received this report today. Jacky pointed out that this year we spent more than our income (detailed at the bottom of the report). The expenditure on the portable power station is to enable us to show films at the various festivals/exhibitions. 

Membership: Bevis reported that we have 70 local paid up members but 121 non-local members who join so they can volunteer for Glastonbury Festival. 

Election of Officers:
Chair – position of chair will be rolling as described in last years minutes.
Deputy chair – Donnie is happy to continue.
Finance – Jacky is happy to continue. 
Membership – Bevis is happy to continue.
Secretary – as described last year Julia and Bea are happy to continue.

Future Activities: 
We will discuss these at the next meeting (due to time constraints)

Glastonbury Festival- June2025
We will discuss this at the next meeting.
Bevis explained that Quinn is applying to the Green Gathering.

Hiroshima Exhibition
We had the Hiroshima exhibition on the Cathedral Green and also on display in the Cathedral for two weeks as part of the Doves of Peace exhibition. On the day of the anniversary we had a memorial and we floated the lanterns made by the children of Hiroshima. This event was attended by local Mayors and MP’s.
Tolpuddle Festival-
TUC would not let CND have a debate about nuclear weapons.
Oxfam One world Fair
We talked to lots of people at the stall raising awareness of CND and what local CND do.
6Th form college
Donnie and Bevis went to the A Level politics course to talk about the work of CND.  
Harry Patch memorial-The last fighting Tommy (who became a pacifist) we lay a white poppy wreath.
Carol singing to raise money for Palestine (MAP).
Ceasefire Vigil for a ceasefire in Palestine. We organised these in partnership with other groups for many months.
A.O.B
None at this time.

Date of next meeting: Monday 12th May 2025 at 7.30pm at the City Arms in Wells.




